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The  following  pages  exhibit  the  complete  history  of  the  outrage¬ 
ous  attempt  to  deprive  an  intelligent,  wealthy,  and  law-abiding  citi¬ 
zen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  of  those  rights,  and 
privileges  which  are  the  birthright  of  every  American,  by  incarce¬ 
rating  him,  not  only  unjustly,  but  without  reason,  within  the  walls 
of  a  mad-house. 

Reader,  ponder  well  the  evidence  here  presented,  and  consider 
how  easy  a  thing  it  is  to  prove  a  sane  man  a  lunatic ;  and  whether 
you  yourselves  are  not  liable  to  be  placed  in  a  similar  position, 
through  the  machinnations  of  your  enemies,  or  the  avarice  of  your 
professed  friends. 

(certificate.) 

I  have  seen  and  examined  Ehenezer  Haskell ,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
believe  him  to  be  insane. 

(Signed)  JOHN  BURKEY. 

No.  245  South  Gth. 

Philadelphia,  May  24th,  186G. 

Philadelphia  Alms  House,  May  24th,  1866. 

Will  Mr.  Haines  have  the  kindness  to  issue  an  order  for  the  ad¬ 
mission  of  E.  Haskell  to  the  Insane  department  of  the  Alms  House, 
on  the  proper  presentation  of  certificate  of  Insanity. 

(Signed)  S.W.  BUTLER. 

The  Steward  of  the  Philadelphia  Alms  House  will  please  admit 
Ebenezer  Haskell  into  the  Insane  department. 

(Signed)  HENRY  HAINES,  (Guardian.) 

Philadelphia,  5th  month,  24th,  1866. 
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(certificate.) 

I  have  seen  and  examined  Ebenezer  Haskell,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
believe  him  to  be  insane. 

S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D. 

May  25th,  1866. 


*  (application.) 

I  request  that  the  above  named  Ebenezer  Haskell  may  be  admitted 
as  a  patient  into  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insane. 

G.  W.  HASKELL, 

2032  Brandywine  Street. 

May  25th,  1866. 

To  be  signed  by  a  guardian,  near  relative,  or  friend. 

(obligation.) 

In  consideration  of  Ebenezer  Haskell  being  admitted  as  a  patient 
into  the  “ Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insane ,”  established  and  main¬ 
tained  by  “the  Contributors  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,”  we  do 
jointly  and  severally  promise  to  pay  to  the  Steward  of  the  said  Hos¬ 
pital,  or  to  his  order,  quarterly,  in  advance,  seven  dollars - cents 

per  week,  for  board,  and  to  provide  or  pay  for  all  requisite  clothing 
and  other  things  deemed  necessary  or  proper  for  the  health  or  com¬ 
fort  of  said  patient  —  to  pay  for  all  glass  or  furniture  broken  or  de¬ 
stroyed  by  said  patient;  to  remove  him  wThen  discharged;  and  if 
taken  away  uncured  against  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Superin¬ 
tending  Physician  before  the  expiration  of  three  calendar  months,  to 
pay  board  for  thirteen  weeks. 

Witness  our  hands  the  25th  day  of  May,  1866. 

C.  S.  BAKER,  [l.  s.] 

623  Master  Street. 

J.  BURKEY,  [l.  s.J 

245  South  6th. 

(TO  THE  PHYSICIAN  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  INSANE.) 

Receive  the  above  named  patient,  if  brought  within  six  days  from 
this  date. 

WILLIAM  BIDDLE,  Attending  Manager. 

Philadelphia,  5th  month,  25th,  1866. 
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This  obligation  to  be  signed  by  a  responsible  person.  The  surety 
to  be  a  resident  of  the  city  or  county  of  Philadelphia. 


Ninety-one  dollars  paid  to  William  Biddle,  by  Win.  Haskell. 


(certificate.  ) 

I  have  seen  and  examined  E.  Haskell,  of  Philadelphia,  and  believe 
him  to  be  insane. 


September  25th,  I860. 


C.  S.  BAKER,  M.  D., 

623  Master  Street. 


'  (application.) 

I  request  that  the  above  named  E.  Haskell  may  be  admitted  as  a 
patient  into  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insane. 

Mrs.  HASKELL,  2032  Brandywine  Street. 
Wm.  HASKELL,  “ 

G.  W.  HASKELL,  “ 

H.  HASKELL, 

September  25th,  1866. 

To  be  signed  by  a  guardian,  near  relative,  or  friend. 


(obligation.) 

In  consideration  of  E.  Haskell  being  admitted  as  a  patient  into 
the  “  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insane ,”  established  and  maintained 
by  “the  Contributors  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,”  we  do  jointly 
and  severally  promise  to  pay  to  the  Steward  of  the  said  Hospital,  or 

to  his  order,  quarterly,  in  advance,  seven  dollars - -cents  per 

week,  for  board,  and  to  provide  or  pay  for  all  requisite  clothing  and 
other  things  deemed  necessary  or  proper  for  the  health  or  comfort  of 
said  patient  —  to  pay  for  all  glass  or  furniture  broken  or  destroyed 
by  said  patient ;  to  remove  him  when  discharged  ;  and  if  taken  away 
uncured  against  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Superintending  Physi¬ 
cian  before  the  expiration  of  three  calendar  months,  to  pay  board 
for  thirteen  weeks. 

Witness  our  hands  the  27th  day  of  September,  1866. 

G.  W.  HASKELL,  [i..  s.] 

2032  Brandywine  Street. 
C.  S.  BAKER,  [l.  s.] 

623  Master  Street. 
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(to  THE  PHYSICIAN  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  HOSPITAL  FOK  THE  INSANE.) 

Receive  the  above  named  patient,  if  brought  within  six  days  from 
this  date. 

WILLIAM  BIDDLE,  Attending  Manager. 
Philadelphia,  9th  month,  27th,  1866. 

This  obligation  to  be  signed  by  a  responsible  person.  The  surety 
to  be  a  resident  of  the  city  or  county  of  Philadelphia. 

Ninety-one  dollars  paid  to  William  Biddle,  by  Wm.  Haskell. 
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IN  THE  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS 


FOR  THE 

CITY  YNI>  COUNTY  OF  PHIEADELPHIA, 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  EBENEZER  HASKELL, 

FOR  COMMISSION  FOR  AN  INQUEST  TO  ASCERTAIN  IF  HE  BE  A. 

LUNATIC  OR  NOT, 


Sir  : . A  meeting  in  the  above  matter  will  be  held  at  the  Wetherill 

House,  Ho.  607,  Sansorn  Street,  above  Sixth  in  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia.  on  Tuesday,  February  5th,  a.  d.,  1867,  at  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  that  day,  when  and  where  you  may  attend  if  you  think 
proper. 

Yours  Respectfully, 

WILLIAM  B.  HANNA,  Commissioner. 

To  Ebenezer  Haskell,  Esq. 

j  Sheriff  s  Office, 

I  Philadelphia,  January  23d,  1867. 


Jurors. 


In  Lunacy— E.  Haskell. 

Before  Wm.  B.  Hanna ,  Examiner. 

Wm.  H.  KERN, 

LEWIS  ELKIN, 

Wm.  YODGES, 

Wm.  S.  POULSON,  \ 

S.  P.  HANCOCK, 

FRANK  P.  JOHNSON.  J 

The  above  named  Jurors  sworn  and  affirmed  by  Wm.  B.  Hanna. 
Deputy  Sheriff  Ott  sworn.  Served  summons  upon  E.  Haskell,  Mrs. 
Haskell,  Wm.  Haskell,  and  George  Haskell.  At  time  of  service 
Mr.  Haskell  was  in  confinement  and  restraint. 
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Dr.  S.  P.  Jones  examined  by  Wm.  Biddle.  Mr.  Haskell  was  first 
at  Hospital,  from  May  25th,  1866,  to  June  12th,  1866.  He  was,  in 
my  opinion,  an  insane  man  at  the  time  he  was  there.  Considerable 
abatement  during  the  time,  the  character  was  mania.  He  re-ap¬ 
peared  on  the  28th  of  September,  at  Hospital ;  was  then  very  much 
in  same  condition  as  when  brought  before.  He  eloped  on  the  19th 
of  November.  He  returned  on  the  7th  of  January,  1867 ;  was  then 
somewhat  excited,  but  not  so  violent  as  have  seen  him  at  times. 

I  do  not  consider  it  injurious  to  have  him  before  the  Jury.  He  is 
in  my  custody.  I  could  have  brought  him.  One  of  his  sons  told 
me  he  would  rather  he  would  not  be  brought,  out  of  regard  to  him- 
self  and  family. 

(Certificate  presented  to  Jury,  showing  at  whose  request  he  was 
brought;  which  son  requested  he  should  remain.  Wm.  Haskell.) 

I  got  a  note  from  Mr.  Warriuer,  requesting  me  to  bring  Mr.  Has¬ 
kell  into  Court. 

Int  Lunacy — E.  Haskell. 

February  19,  1867. 

Dr.  S.  P.  Jones  affirmed : — Am  a  resident  physician,  at  Pensyl vania 
Hospital  for  the  Insane.  E.  Haskell  is  an  inmate  ;  was  brought  there 
May  25,  1866 — removed  by  wife  June  12,  following,  somewhat  im¬ 
proved  in  mental  condition,  but  against  my  advice.  He  was  re-ad¬ 
mitted  September  28th,  last;  escaped  Nov.  19th;  third  admission 
January  7th,  1867 ;  has  been  there  since,  except  one  night,  when  he 
escaped  by  sawing  off  a  bar. 

When  brought,  was  laboring  under  general  maniacal  excitement. 
The  form  of  his  disease  is  mania ;  has  never  been  free  from  mental 
disease,  but  there  have  been  periods  that  he  has  had  less  excitement. 

The  symptoms  remain  about  stationary.  Fie  holds  to  what  I  clear¬ 
ly  believe  to  be  a  delusion.  It  is  a  belief  that  there  is  a  conspiracy 
against  him  to  shut  him  up,  to  prevent  a  law-suit  against  James 
Henry  Horn,  one  of  the  Executors  of  the  estate  of  Henry  Horn. 
From  Mr.  Haskell’s  own  account,  he  lived  on  amicable  terms  with 
his  family  until  about  the  time  he  first  came  to  the  Hospital.  He 
then  obtained  a  citation  against  James  Henry  Horn,  to  render  a  state¬ 
ment.  This  he  said  his  wife  opposed,  and  a  war  commenced  be¬ 
tween  him  and  his  wife  and  children.  Then,  he  says,  is  when  the 
conspiracy  commenced. 

Cross  Examined: — I  had  no  knowledge  of  him,  before  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted.  Most  of  his  history  was  obtained  from  his  sons  and  wife. 
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I  think  that  if  a  man  is  excited  for  a  considerable  time,  it  amounts 
to  insanity.  He  has  told  me  that  his  sons  and  wife’s  brother  at¬ 
tempted  to  throw  him  out  of  the  house.  Has  always  expressed  in¬ 
dignation  at  his  confinement  in  the  Hospital.  He  said  that  he  aided 
liis  sons  in  business.  Never  heard  of  his  injurying  them. 

A.  G.  Lawyer  Sworn : — Am  Lieut,  of  Police  of  the  9th  Police  Dis¬ 
trict.  Mr.  Haskell  was  brought  in  by  Police  a  few  days  since ;  was 
put  into  a  cell.  His  son  directed  the  Policerto  arrest  him. 

Cross  Examined: — He  made  some  mention  of  vermin  in  his  cell. 

John  Burke ,  Dentist ,  Sworn: — Known  Haskell  for  twenty-five  years 
intimately ;  have  seen  him  very  frequently  prior  to  his  going  to  Illi¬ 
nois  and  since  his  return.  Prior  to  Mr.  Haskell’s  leaving  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  go  to  Illinois,  he  was  a  very  kind  and  affectionate  man  to  his 
wife  and  children.  He  said  Mr.  Horn  had  wronged  him. 

Cross  Examined: — I  practice  Dentistry;  never  received  diploma, 
exoept  public  approval.  I  was  intimate  as  a  brother.  I  made  some 
confidential  disclosures.  Mr.  Haskell  got  in  the  habit  of  underrat¬ 
ing  his  family  directly  after  he  lost  this  suit.  He  told  me  that  his 
sons  undertook  to  put  him  out  of  the  house.  I  see  Mr.  Horn  fre¬ 
quently.  He  was  present  when  the  certificate  was  made  out.  I 
first  refused  to  sign  it ;  didn’t  want  anything  to  do  with  it.  Mrs. 
Haskell,  William  Haskell,  Mr.  Campbell,  James  Henry  Horn.  Dr. 
Baker,  were  present  at  the  making  out  of  the  certificate.  They  de¬ 
cided  that  this  was  the  best  course  to  take.  I  refused  to  sign  it,  but 
finally  did.  This  was  in  May,  18C6.  Mr.  Haskell  has  sued  me  for 
false  imprisonment. 

William  Haskell,  Sworn  E.  Haskell  is  my  father.  He  has  a  half 
brother  and  a  sister  living  in  Portland,  Maine.  His  immediate  fami¬ 
ly,  Adelaide  Haskell,  wife ;  sons,  Wm.  Haskell,  Geo.  Haskell  and 
Harry  Haskell ;  daughter,  Annie  Haskell.  My  father  has  no  prop¬ 
erty,  no  real  estate,  no  personal  property,  only  his  clothes,  the  secre¬ 
tary  and  furniture. 

He  took  carriages  and  about  8700.  in  money,  out  west  with  him  ; 
built  a  shop  there,  cost  about  $300.  The  carriages  sold  to  pay  for 
building  the  shop.  In  six  months  we  gave  up  the  shop,  and  gave 
the  owner  $75  to  cancel  the  lease.  The  property  took  fire  and 
burnt  up.  Returned  April,  1865,  to  Philadelphia.  He  would  buy 
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20  or  f  0  bushels  of  turnips  and  potatoes  more  than  we  could  eat.  He 
acted  in  such  a  way,  that  we  hardly  mistrusted  anything  was  wrong. 
I  returned  to  Philadelphia  two  or  three  months  before  he  did. 

In  the  first  place,  he  came  round  with  papers  for  mother  to  sign ; 
I  advised  her  not  to  sign.  He  never  threatened  me  personally,  but 
threatened  mother.  He  read  papers  to  me  for  mother  to  sign.  He  had 
sued  me  for  money,  that  he  had  loaned  me,  and  for  brother’s  wages. 

Cross  Examined : — On  his  return  from  the  west,  he  had  some  mon¬ 
ey,  but  I  don’t  know  how  much,  think  nearly  $200.,  I  saw  that 
amount,  saw  him  counting  it.  He  sold  out  in  Illinois,  don’t  know 
for  how  much,  he  never  made  any  statement  as  to  amount,  two 
hundred  dollars  all  I  saw.  The  same  carpets  that  we  took  out  west 
were  brought  back.  I  had  $75,  brother,  $100.,  youngest  brother, 
8150.00.  After  death  of  grandmother,  mother  got  $800.  I  was 
working  on  Railroad,  lived  at  home.  She  had  other  money.  My 
youngest  brother  earned  his  money  on  the  Railroad,  should  think  it 
ought  to  be  his  money,  he  earned  it.  She  stated  that  she  got  $300. 
more  for  house,  than  she  paid  for  it.  I  suppose  father  assisted.  He 
generally  did  the  marketing.  Knew  nothing  definate  about  fathers 
being  insane. 

Father  had  about  $700.  in  gold  when  we  went  west,  it  was  not 
less.  He  had  tools.  He  bought  a  large  quantity  of  turnips,  15 
bushels,  bought  them  cheap.  There  were  more  than  2  or  3  bushels 
—were  not  in  bags,  brought  them  home  in  wagon— were  in  barrels, 
4  or  5  barrels,  some  in  wagon,  don’t  know  how  much  barrel  holds. 
He  bought  pigs,  young  pigs,  fed  them  on  slops,  don’t  know  how 
much  they  sold  for — forgot  when  he  bought  the  turnips.  Don't 
know  when  they  are  taken  out  of  ground.  Bought  a  law  book,  and 
said  he  was  going  to  study  law.  VV  e  told  him  he  was  foolish. 
I  remember  uncle  living  with  father,  was  a  ministei,  did  nothing 
but  write  and  study,  very  peevish  and  found  fault.  I  believe 
father  sent  him  away  on  account  of  his  ugly  disposition.  He 
was  on  a  visit  here,  preached  once  or  twice  while  here,  heard  nothing 
further  from  him,  only  a  letter  received  10  or  12  years  ago,  from  his 
sister,  that  he  was  dead. 

Father  bought  a  carriage  last  summer  for  $65.,  he  took  it  to 
Flemmings,  don’t  know  what  he  got  for  it,  he  was  going  to  have  it 
painted  and  repaired.  He  got  angry,  said  if  I  would  not  do  it  the 
way  he  wanted,  he  would  take  it  away,  did  not  ask  him  to  buy  it, 
didn’t  know  anything  about  it. 
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I  and  father  bargained  for  ground  I  now  occupy.  Henry  Eall 
owned  the  lot.  We  had  talked  of  family,  after  he  had  prosecuted 
us.  I  have  talked  to  all  friends  that  called,  Miss  Groves,  Mrs.  Brown 
and  Mrs,  Groves,  talked  to  aunts  and  uncles,  all  of  them,  James 
Horn,  Eichard  Horn,  Theresa  and  Elizabeth  Ashby,  that  is  all. 
Dr.  Baker  was  with  me  at  Alderman’s  office.  Father  was  there  and 
Horn  was  there.  I  sent  for  him  at  no  one’s  request.  The  family 
proper,  all  consented  to  send  father  to  Hospital.  Horn  has  paid 
mother  her  interest,  can’t  state  how  much.  I  draw  my  mother’s 
interest,  sometimes  I  get  fifty  dollars,  sometimes  I  get  one  hundred 
dollars.  Go  whenever  mother  wants  money,  give  receipt  for  mon¬ 
ey  as  interest.  I  was  arrested  for  assault  and  battery;  it  was  not 
on  that  occasion  that  Dr.  Baker  came  to  office.  George  Horn  was 
there  at  that  time,  they  were  not  quarreling.  Ely  youngest  brother 
took  hold  of  father.  My  mother  was  with  him  to  protect  him. 
Have  heard  that  uncle  George  drinks.  I  did’nt  hear  of  a  quarrel 
before  I  came.  Father  said  he  wanted  him  to  go  away,  uncle  was 
sober,  this  was  the  time  he  became  enraged  against  us,  had  us  all 
arrested,  brothers  and  uncle.  Mr.  Cafferty  went  bonds.  Dr  Baker 
was  there,  happened  to  be  in  the  neighborhood,  came  up  to  our 
shop.  Don’t  know  that  father  had  known  him.  Father  had  writ¬ 
ten  letter  to  Dr.  Baker’s  daughter.  Dr.  Baker  is  father-in-law  of 
James  Henry  Horn.  Did’nt  introduce  Dr  Baker  to  father.  Father 
always  attentive  to  business  on  Arch  street,  also  out  west.  He  was 
generally  at  home,  until  the  trouble.  I  don’t  know  all  that  visit 
the  house.  I  know  all  of  fathers  familiar  acquaintances,  Dr.  Baker 
was  not  one  of  them.  Mr.  Burke  used  to  call  at  the  house,  Don’t 
remember  of  fathers  having  a  law  suit  with  Mr.  Burke,  he  was  one 
of  our  old  acquaintances,  when  we  lived  on  Arch  street.  Never 
heard  father  speak  of  the  law  suit  previous  to  the  trouble.  Have 
had  conversation  in  regard  to  this  inquisition,  but  not  till  after  he 
had  been  over  there. 

By  Mr.  Warriner — Why  do  you  arrest  yqur  father  for  Lunacy  ? 

To  protect  us  from  being  sued,  harrassed  and  disgraced,  never 
visited  him  at  asylum  about  settlement.  Mother,  to  my  knowl¬ 
edge,  never  wrote  to  father  to  settle.  There  is  a  portfolio  in 
mother’s  possession,  with  papers  did’nt  see  those  papers,  never 
examined  them. 

We  pay  board  bill  at  asylum,  myself  and  two  brothers.  I  obtain 
money  in  my  business.  We  had  no  capital  ourselves. 
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Mr.  Horn  Las  furnished  money  to  pay  board. 

Petitioners  close  testimony  here. 

Robert  Cohen ,  Sworn  : — Known  Mr.  Haskell  over  20  years,  always 
intimately,  have  known  him  since  his  return  from  the  west,  see  no 
change  in  the  man,  a  little  older  looking,  have  not  observed  any 
difference  in  manner  and  conversation,  have  heard  him  speak  of 
difficulties  between  himself  and  family,  never  imagined  insanity,  seen 
but  one  son,  who  called  upon  me  about  something,  don’t  know  for  what 
purpose;  he  wished  the  suit  to  be  conducted  as  privately  as  possble. 
Haskell  called  to  see  me  after  his  return,  in  regard  to  taking  up  lots, 
to  build  shop  for  self  and  son. 

I  never  saw  any  indications  of  insanity,  to  the  best  of  my  knowl¬ 
edge  he  is  sane,  he  is  a  great  talker,  always  was,  he  has  managed  some 
matters  with  great  skill,  I  don’t  know  why  he  is  not  as  correct  to  do 
business  now  as  ever. 

Cross  Examined : — Don’t  recollect  when  Mr.  Haskell  returned  from 
the  west,  can’t  tell  how  many  times  I  saw  him  in  ’65,  used  frequently 
to  meet  him  at  friends  house,  called  to  see  me  frequently  at  my  own 
house,  I  have  done  business  with  Mr.  Haskell,  was  confectioner  at 
time  I  transacted  business  with  him. 

Charles  Hamilton,  Sworn : — Have  known  Mr.  Haskell  since  1835. 
Don’t  remember  whether  I  saw  him  just  before  he  went  west  or  not 
Have  seen  him  since  his  return.  Don’t  think  I  have  observed  the 
slightest  differance  in  him.  Never  had  the  slightest  reason  for  con¬ 
sidering  him  other  than  a  sane  man,  selfwilled,  always  wanted  his 
own  way.  On  his  return  from  west,  was  the  same  old  Haskell  he 
always  had  been.  He  started  a  Bank  on  third  St.  I  have  only  seen 
him  since  he  came  from  the  west.  The  first  intimation  I  had  of  any 
trouble  at  all,  was  when  Cohen  called  upon  me  to  go  over  to  the  Asy¬ 
lum  and  see  him.  Have  seen  no  differance  in  him,  consider  him  sane. 

S.  TV.  Jacobs ,  Affirmed: — I  am  in  carriage  business,  in  stand  for¬ 
merly  occupied  by  Haskell.  Have  known  Haskell  since  1842. 
Have  seen  him  since  return  from  West.  Can’t  see  any  change  in 
him,  between  now  and  sis  or  seven  years  ago ;  never  seen  anything 
which  made  me  think  that  he  was  not  as  sane  as  he  ever  was.  Nev¬ 
er  knew  of  his  having  a  delusion  ;  found  statement  truthful.  Al¬ 
ways  has  been  straightforward  as  far  as  business  is  concerned  with 


me. 


Win.  U.  Gardner ,  Sworn: — Am  acquainted  with  Haskell;  have 
known  him  20  years  ;  have  been  intimately  acquainted  with  him 
since  his  return  from  the  West.  Served  my  time  of  apprenticeship 
with  him ;  "have  seen  no  change  in  regard  to  sanity  ;  very  talkative 
—  always  was.  I  believe  him  perfectly  sane.  Since  his  return,  has 
visited  my  place  quite  often  ;  discovered  no  evidences  of  insanity, 

Our  firm  authorized  him  to  act  as  our  Agent  in  regard  to  pur¬ 
chasing  property,  some  $30,000  worth.  In  regard  to  the  carriage. 
Mr.  Haskell  said  he  had  bought  a  carriage,  to  be  repaired  and 
painted,  I  soon  called  to  see  it.  I  advised  him  to  repair  the  car¬ 
riage  and  make  something  out  of  it.  A  few  days  after,  Mr.  Has¬ 
kell  called  and  said  his  son  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it. 
We  took  the  wagon  off  his  hands.  The  father’s  judgment  was  best 
on  the  carriage.  I  know  that  Mr.  Haskell  had  some  seven-thirties 
left  at  our  place ;  the  one  he  took  out  was  a  $100  one  ;  sealed  sever¬ 
al  others  up  ;  don’t  know  how  many  there  were. 

Cross  Examined : — Can’t  tell  when  he  took  the  bond  away.  I 
think  in  the  year  1866.  They  asked  $55,000  for  the  property  for 
which  Mr.  Haskell  negotiated.  I  think  Mr.  Haskell  effected  a  re¬ 
duction  of  five  or  ten  thousand  dollars.  I  would  be  willing  to  take 
a  conveyance  from  Mr.  Haskell. 

Mrs.  Mary  Brown ,  Sworn : — Am  acquainted  with  Mr.  Haskell  and 
family,  and  have  been  intimately  for  over  twenty  years.  Have  had 
conversation  with  father  and  mother,  and  with  boys.  Have  not 
visited  the  house  since  suit  was  brought.  Have  seen  no  change  in 
Mr.  Haskell  at  all  —  always  the  same. 

He  is  just  as  sane  now  as  he  ever  has  been  since  I  have  known 
him.  His  wife  has  told  me,  many  times,  that  he  was  a  good  and 
kind  man. 

Between  three  or  four  months  ago,  she  called  at  my  house  to  talk 
about  Mr.  Haskell,  because  I  had  been  to  see  him ;  said  she  had 
trouble,  more  than  she  could  bear. 

I  told  her  I  was  sorry  she  had  done  as  she  had,  and  asked  her, 
“  Mrs.  Haskell,  how  could  you  allow  that  Dr.  Baker,  the  man  you 
have  said  so  much  against,  to  sign  the  Certificate  ?”  She  said  she 
thought  Mr.  Haskell  really  insane.  I  told  her  she  knew  he  was 
not  insane  ;  that  they  had  exasperated  him  too  much.  She  said  her 
sons  had  all  asked  him  to  cease  his  importunities  to  get  note  of  hand 
of  $2,000,  which  he  claimed  to  have  put  into  the  shop. 

I  called  to  see  the  family  while  in  Illinois;  nothing  said  about 
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Mr.  Haskell’s  insanity  ;  thought  Mrs.  Haskell  nearer  insane.  There 
has  been  a  feud  for  many  years,  between  Mr.  Haskell  and  the  Horn 
family.  Mrs.  Haskell  said  her  brother  never  would  forgive  Mr.  Has¬ 
kell  for  his  treatment  to  his  father.  Mr.  Haskell  desired  me  to  call  on 
Mr.  Horn  and  ask  to  be  forgiven  for  this  treatment.  Horn  refused 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  Mr.  Haskell.  He  treated  all  of  Mr. 
Haskell’s  family  very  cordially,  until  Mr.  H.  cited  him  to  file  his 
account.  Mrs.  Haskell  said  she  was  between  two  fires  and  didn’t 
know  what  to  do.  I  advised  her  to  make  peace  in  her  own  family. 

“  Oh  !”  she  said,  “  I  have  promised  James  to  sign  what  he  had  writ¬ 
ten,  and  I  shall  have  to  do  it.”  She  said  James  told  her  that  if  she  * 
would  sign  it,  he  would  give  the  boys  $3,000  to  p/t  into  the  busi¬ 
ness,  and  that  they  would  get  along  much  better  without  their  fath¬ 
er,  and  that  he  would  make  his  will  heavy  to  her  and  her  family, 
and  that  she  would  lose  nothing  by  taking  part  with  her  family. 
She  observed  that  she  had  been  estranged  so  long  from  her  own 
friends  that  it  seemed  good  to  be  friends  again  ;  that  her  brother 
James  had  thought  her  an  enemy  of  the  family,  but  he  was  glad  to 
find  that  she  was  not.  Mr.  Haskell  has  been  in  the  habit  of  com¬ 
ing  to  our  house.  I  believe  Mr.  Haskell’s  treatment  of  his  family 
to  be  very  kind. 


II.  J.  B.  Houpt ,  Sworn: — Am  Register  of  "Wills  for  Montgomery 
County ;  was  Register  when  Mr.  Haskell  instituted  proceedings  in 
reference  to  Henry  Horn’s  Estate.  He  was  there  eight  or  nine 
times  during  a  year;  considered  him  a  good  business  man;  con¬ 
versed  with  him  and  considered  him  all  right.  He  thought  Mr. 
Horn’s  Estate  was  not  all  appraised. 

Dr.  II.  F:  Groves,  Sworn  : — Am  a  Physician  ;  have  practiced  thirty- 
seven  years  ;  am  acquainted  with  Mr.  Haskell.  "We  married  cous¬ 
ins  ;  have  known  him  about  thirty  years.  I  never  considered  him 
an  insane  man.  I  have  known  no  change  in  him  for  the  past  twen¬ 
ty  years.  I  have  seen  no  indications  of  mental  disease  since  his  re¬ 
turn  from  the  West.  He  is  a  frequent  visitor  at  my  house  ;  was 
present  when  Dr.  Jones  was  examined.  I  take  a  different  view  of 
the  case.  Mr.  Haskell,  during  all  my  knowledge  of  him,  has  been 
a  self-opinioned  man,  always  ready  to  force  his  opinions  upon  you. 
If  you  didn’t  entei'tain  the  same  opinion  as  himself  he  would  be 
very  apt  to  throw  out  the  idea  that  you  were  behind  the  age,  bigot- 
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ed,  or  had  not  the  intelligence  that  he  had.  I  looked  upon  him  as 
ultra  in  his  views,  expressions  and  actions. 

Since  his  return  from  the  West  he  got  this  idea  into  his  head, 
of  settling  up  the  estate  of  Henry  Horn.  After  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Horn,  he  made  efforts,  so  he  informed  me,  to  have  the  estate  settled. 
He  gave  this  as  a  reason.  The  estate  was  accumulative,  by  the 
deaths  of  members  of  the  family,  that  James  Horn,  the  principal 
Executor,  might  die,  that  no  one  else  could  possibly  settle  it.  He 
enumerated  a  large  number  of  things  that  had  been  omitted  in  the 
inventory,  of  which  he  had  a  list.  He  showed  me  the  small  amount 
which  his  wife  had  taken,  while  others  had  received  a  large  share. 
It  was  on  account  of  his  family  that  he  desired  the  thing  disposed 
of.  He  told  me  it  was  not  for  himself,  but  for  his  wife  and  children. 
At  that  time  everything  was  harmonious  in  the  family.  I  was  inti¬ 
mate  with  all  members  of  the  family  ;  no  accusation  of  insanity  at 
that  time.  He  has  always  been  a  man  of  excitable  temperament. 
Never  heard  any  of  the  family  say  they  were  afraid  of  him.  He 
showed  me  from  time  to  time,  the  progress  he  made  toward  a  settle¬ 
ment,  was  perfectly  rational.  While  these  proceedings  had  gone  on 
a  little' way,  he  met  with  a  rebuff  in  the  matter  of  his  wife’s  sign¬ 
ing  a  paper.  From  that  commenced  this  hostility  to  wife  and  fami¬ 
ly  ;  then  commenced  this  tirade.  Before  that  everything  went  on 
harmoniously  ;  was  violent  against  his  family  the  same  as  upon  oth¬ 
er  subjects.  I  have  seen  him  at  times  since  his  escape  from  Asy¬ 
lum  ;  narrated  his  manner  of  escape.  Cannot  consider  him  insane. 
He  never  said  his  wife  attacked  him,  but  he  snoke  very  derogatory 
of  his  wife  for  signing  that  paper.  He  told  me  his  wife  was  under 
the  influence  of  Mr.  Horn. 

Cross  Examined : —  I  have  weighed  all  the  considerations  of  the 
case,  and  still  consider  him  a  sane  man. 

Dr.  H.  S.  Child,  Sworn : — I  have  known  Mr.  Haskell  1 8  years. 
I  lived  for  ten  years  nearly  opposite  his  house.  Generally  see  him 
every  few  days.  I  have  never  seen  any  evidences  of  insanity  in  Mr. 
Haskell.  I  consider  the  question  of  insanity,  the  most  difficult  in 
the  profession.  I  fully  concur  with  Dr.  Groves  in  regard  to  his 
excitability.  It  was  always  unpleasant  to  do  business  with  him.  I 
should  call  it  in  this  man  an  exemtricity,  disagreeable  ;  thinks  his 
own  business  more  important  than  that  of  anybody  else.  I  have 
seen  no  evidences  of  insanity  during  the  past  year,  though  my  in¬ 
tercourse  with  him  has  been  frequent.  I  was  surprised  to  hear  it. 
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Mr.  Haskell  told  me  His  sons  had  gone  into  business,  and  desired 
me  to  go  to  tliem  to  have  work  done.  They  did  some  work  for  me, 
on  kis  recommendation. 

Cross  Examined : — Have  seen  kirn  frequently  at  Mr.  Grout’s  office 
during  summer  of  ’66  ;  didn’t  know  of  kis  being  confined  in  Asylum 
until  supcened  in  tkis  case.  I  met  kim  from  May  tkrougk  tke  sum¬ 
mer  months. 

Mr.  G.  JJ.  Gardner ,  Affirmed : — Have  known  Mr.  Haskell  about 
thirty-five  years,  have  met  kim  eight  or  ten  times  during  tke  past 
year,  have  noticed  no  change  in  kim,  never  have  seen  any  evidences 
of  insanity  ubout  kim,  believe  kim  to  be  as  sane  as  I  am  myself. 

Mr.  Haskell  called  upon  me,  and  told  me  he  was  going  to  com¬ 
mence  a  suit  against  Mr.  Horn.  He  always  was  excited  on  any  sub¬ 
ject.  He  called  upon  me  after  kis  escape  from  tke  Asylum,  I  saw 
no  evidences  of  insanity  in  kim  at  that  time. 

Mr  Flemming,  Sworn : — Have  known  Mr  Haskell  25  years.  Worked 
for  him  15  years,  lived  in  house  with  kim.  Have  seen  kim  tke 
past  year,  see  no  change  in  kim,  except  growing  older,  always  ex¬ 
citable,  no  more  now  than  ever,  no  change,  bound  to  carry  kis 
point.  We  bought  a  carriage  of  kim,  and  authorized  him  to  trans¬ 
act  some  business  for  us,  considered  him  competant.  I  could  trust 
kim  with  business,  not  as  active  as  formerly,  but  in  buyingproperty 
cute  as  ever. 

John  Arey ,  Sworn  : — Have  known  Mr.  Haskell  20  ye^rs.  Have 
seen  kim  since  last  May,  see  no  change  in  kim,  consider  kim  sane, 
always  has  been  eccentric,  should  say  that  he  is  as  capable  of  trans¬ 
acting  business,  as  formerly.  He  has  told  me  of  kis  family,  has 
called  at  my  house  at  tea ;  would  be  excitable  in  talking  of  family  ; 
saw  nothing  indicating  insanity ;  was  astonished  at  tke  idea. 

William  Thorn ,  Affirmed : — Have  known  Mr.  Haskell  20  years  ; 
have  seen  kim  tke  past  year ;  couldn’t  perceive  any  particular  diff¬ 
erence  in  kim  ;  have  seen  no  evidences  of  insanity.  I  always  con¬ 
sidered  kim  reliable  and  correct  in  business  or  any  other  matter,  so 
far  as  I  knew.  I  had  never  thought  of  kim  as  being  any  other 
than  sane.  Haskell  used  to  call  and  play  checkers  last  fall ;  did  not 
observe  anything  that  indicated  insanity. 

Henry  A.  Frown,  Sworn: — Have  known  Mr.  Haskell  nearly  30 
years.  I  have  never  seen  anything  in  kim  that  was  not  gentleman- 
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ly ;  always  was  kind.  He  complained  of  the  treatment  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  since  last  April.  What  he  particularly  complained  of,  was 
the  assault.  His  excitement  was  not  more  than  I  should  have  felt 
myself  under  the  circumstances. 

Mr  Ramie,  Sworn  : — Am  acquainted  with  Mr  E  Haskell;  have  known 
him  two  or  three  years,  but  mostly  since  fall  of  ’65.  He  applied  to 
me  since  then,  to  purchase  a  lot  on  Coates  Street ;  it  is  the  lot  now 
occupied  by  his  sons.  I  transacted  the  business  with  Mr.  E.  Haskell ; 
found  him  remarkably  intelligent  and  shrewd.  Think  Mr.  W.  Has¬ 
kell  paid  the  first  ground  rent. 

Ilenry  Friclce,  Sworn  : — Have  known  Mi'.  Haskell  some  30  years  ; 
have  not  seen  him  foi  past  two  months,  until  to-day ;  have  seen  him 
frequently  the  past  year.  I  believe  him  to  be  just  as  sane  now  as  at 
any  time  during  the  past  twenty  years.  Have  travelled  with  him. 
He  was  a  good  provider.  His  father-in-law  would  not  assist  him. 
He  may  not  be  as  capable  as  formerly,  but  in  regard  to  mind,  I  see 
no  difference. 

Mr.  Hartzelle ,  Sworn  : — Enow  Mr.  Haskell ;  have  known  him  since 
last  December.  He  came  to  Grant  House,  of  which  I  am  proprie¬ 
tor,  to  board.  He  fitted  up  his  room.  I  observed  nothing  wrong 
in  him.  He  acted  like  a  sane  man  and  a  gentleman  with  me. 

George  Dodd ,  Sworn ; — Have  known  Mr.  Haskell  twenty-five  years  ; 
saw  him  last  time  to  speak  with  him,  abouc  first  of  January  last. 
Had  heard  that  he  was  insane.  From  what  I  have  seen  and  know, 
I  believe  him  sane. 

Cross  Examined: — I  saw  him  at  an  auction  sale;  told  me  he  had 
built  a  shop  on  Coates  Street,  with  his  sons ;  had  helped  them  ;  said 
he  built  shop;  thought  he  wouldn’t  do  much  himself,  but  would 
help  his  sons. 

Ellen  Doughty,  Sworn : — I  have  lived  in  family  of  Mr.  Haskell  for 
eight  years,  since  last  spring.  I  never  knew  him  to  strike  his  chil¬ 
dren,  but  pretty  near  it.  George  Horn  was  there  once.  Mr.  Has¬ 
kell  told  him  to  go  home ;  he  went  home  the  next  morning.  He 
was  sober.  A  man  may  take  a  glass  of  liquor  without  getting  drunk. 

Cross  Examined: — Mrs.  Haskell  is  a  kind  and  amiable  woman. 
She  was  always  kind  to  her  husband,  and  he  was  to  her,  until  the 
lawsuit  commenced. 
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William  Illman,  Sworn : — Have  known  Mr.  Haskell  since  beginning 
of  1859;  have  seen  him  once  or  twice  during  the  past  year;  found 
no  change  in  him  whatever  ;  sane  as  he  ever  was.  Have  had  deal¬ 
ings  with  him.  Straightforward,  correct  man.  If  I  had  business 
in  his  line,  would  as  soon  deal  with  him  as  any  man. 

Cross  Examined : — Have  not  seen  him  more  than  twice  or  three 
times,  probably  half  an  hour  or  an  hour  at  a  time.  Conversation, 
general  topics. 

George  Illman,  Affirmed : — Have  known  Mr.  Haskell  since  1858  ; 
have  seen  him  past  year,  on  two  or  three  occasions ;  found  no  change 
in  him ;  never  thought  him  insane :  he  was  a  correct  man.  He 
called  to  ascertain  about  rent.  He  wanted  to  get  date  of  receipts, 
for  purpose  of  ascertaining  rent.  I  gave  him  information ;  don’t 
know  that  !  have  had  an  interview  since. 

Hemni  Illman,  Affirmed: — Have  known  Mr.  Haskell  for  five  years; 
have  seen  him  several  times  since  return  from  the  West.  Have 
found  no  difference  in  him ;  consider  him  sane.  Saw  him  almost 
every  day  before  going  West. 

Franklin  Ashby  : — I  married  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Haskell.  Have  known 
Mr.  Haskell  nearly  twenty  years ;  have  seen  him  since  his  return 
from  the  West.  Have  not  seen  any  particular  change  in  him  ;  has 
always  been  an  excitable  man.  He  has  seen  me  two  or  three  times, 
and  I  have  avoided  saying  much  concerning  family  affairs. 

Amasa  B.  Abell : — Have  been  acquainted  with  Haskell  for  twenty 
years ;  have  not  seen  him  often  since  his  return  from  the  W est.  The 
last  time  I  saw  him,  he  came  down  and  read  a  will  to  me. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Haskell,  he  was  always  excited  when  speaking  of 
James  Horn. 

William  B.  Aiken : — I  sold  the  house  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Haskell. 
I  was  the  Agent ;  the  first  negotiation  was  with  Mr.  Haskell ;  I 
think  in  July  1865  ;  was  two  or  three  days  about  the  matter.  He 
was  then  perfectly  capable  of  transacting  business ;  observed  noth¬ 
ing  strange  about  him ;  saw  him  often  after  that,  until  within  six 
months ;  have  observed  no  change.  I  saw  him  while  building  shop. 
He  appeared  to  be  interested  in  getting  it  up  for  his  sons. 

Joseph  Vanleer,  Affirmed : — Have  known  Mr.  Haskell  about  twenty- 
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three  years;  saw  him  last  fall,  and  in  December  and  January  I  con¬ 
sidered  him  perfectly  sane,  and  seemed  perfectly  capable  of  transact¬ 
ing  business.  I  would  trust  him  with  goods  or  money ;  would  take 
a  deed  of  conveyance  from  him  as  soon  as  any  man. 

Cross  Examined : — Conversation  lasted  about  an  hour.  This  is  the 
first  time  I  have  seen  him  since  he  was  in  Alms  House. 

George  Vanleer,  Affirmed: — I  have  been  acquainted  with  Mr.  Has¬ 
kell  about  twenty-five  years ;  saw  him  two  or  three  months  ago ; 
had  a  conversation  with  him.  He  was  as  sane  as  he  ever  was  in  his 
life;  would  not  be  afraid  to  trust  him.  Consider  him  sane. 

Adam  Rocap : — Have  known  Mr.  Haskell  nearly  ten  years;  have 
seen  him  since  his  return  from  the  West,  quite  frequently  —  almost 
every  day,  while  buying  the  house,  and  at  the  time  of  building  shop. 
He  seemed  to  be  rational.  He  talked  of  trying  to  have  the  estate 
in  which  my  partner,  Mr.  Ashby,  was  interested,  settled.  Saw  him 
after  his  return  from  Maine  ;  found  him  as  sane  as  years  ago.  I  al¬ 
ways  considered  him  excitable,  but  a  capable  business  man.  Have 
heard  him  talk  about  family  trouble;  don’t  think  that  he  was  more 
excited  about  it  than  usual. 

Henry  F.  Grout ,  Sworn : — I  cannot  be  positive  that  I  saw  Mrs. 
Haskell  in  regard  to  the  paper  concerning  Ellen  Cooper’s  will,  but 
was  led  to  believe  that  it  was  agreeable.  My  purpose,  all  the  time, 
was  to  heal  the  division  in  the  family,  and  had  reason  to  believe  it 
was  agreeable  to  family.  Mr.  Haskell  brought  the  paper  and  sever¬ 
al  others.  I  drew  up  this  paper  to  be  signed  by  the  heirs. 

I  don’t  think  I  could  say  there  was  any  indication  of  insanity. 
The  only  thing  I  noticed  and  remarked,  was,  that  he  had  mellowed 
down  in  politics.  I  never  have  had  occasion  to  think  him  otherwise 
than  sane.  I  never  thought  him  a  lawless,  reckless  man  —  always 
guarded.  I  was  greatly  surprised  when  I  heard  of  his  being  at  the 
Alms  House.  I  would  take  a  deed  from  him. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Morgan ,  Sworn  Am  a  Physician  ;  have  seen  Mr.  Has¬ 
kell  at  H.  R.  Warriner’s  office  ;  heard  him  in  conversation  ;  did  not 
observe  anything  or  insanity.  From  what  I  have  observed,  con¬ 
sider  him  sane.  Had  considerable  conversation  with  him  ;  no  in¬ 
dications  of  insanity. 

Rr .  C.  S.  Raker ,  Sworn : — I  signed  the  Certificate.  I  did  not  ex¬ 
amine  Mr.  Haskell ;  have  had  no  conversation  with  him  whatever, 
since  his  return  from  the  West. 
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Isaac  Rhen ,  Affirmed  : — Have  known  Mr.  Haskell  fourteen  years  ; 
hive  seen  no  change ;  have  seen  him  several  times  since  his  return 
from  West.  Considered  him  a  sane  man;  was  surprised  when  I 
heard  he  was  not.  He  was  in  my  place  of  business  three  or  four 
months  ago  ;  had  some  work  done.  Saw  nothing  that  indicated 
insanity.  Consider  him  a  good  business  man. 

Henry  J.  Haskell,  Sworn : — Am  the  youngest  son  of  Mr.  Haskell 
21  years  of  age.  Eemember  living  in  Filmore’s  house  in  Illinois, 
Father  conducted  sale  of  furniture  ;  don’t  know  what  it  brought. 
Father  sold  stock,  hogs,  §~c.  Father  and  I  packed  up  furniture* 
He  bargained  for  the  house,  in  Brandywine  Street. 

John  C.  Painter,  Affirmed : — Have  known  Mr.  Haskell  about  fifteen 
years  ;  have  had  frequent  business  transactions  with  him ;  from 
what  I  have  seen,  consider  him  sane  as  he  ever  was.  I  think  he 
said  something  to  induce  me  to  patronize  his  sons.  I  think  it  was 
after  he  was  at  the  Asylum  the  first  time. 

I).  W.  Fell,  Affirmed:- — -Am  member  of  the  bar;  have  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mr.  Haskell  some  eight  or  nine  months ;  acquaint¬ 
ance  began  before  1  heard  anything  of  insanity.  During  that  time 
had  frequent  conversations  with  him.  I  saw  no  indications  of 
insanity.  Consider  him  a  sane  man. 

Dr.  S.  W.  Butler : — Am  Physician  in  charge  of  Insane  Depart¬ 
ment  at  Alms  House.  Mr.  Haskell  was  under  my  charge  for  a  day 
or  two.  I  have  the  impression  that  I  signed  a  certificate.  He  was 
removed  to  Insane  Asylum  upon  my  certificate.  My  opinion  was 
formed  from  the  certificate  that  sent  him  to  Aims  House,  and  from 
appearance  while  there.  He  had  the  appearance  of  being  an  in¬ 
sane  man,  in  a  state  of  mania.  Have  not  seen  him  since  he  left. 

Cross  Examined : — I  saw  very  little  of  him  while  there.  I  relied 
mainly  upon  certificate  that  sent  him  there.  Of  course  I  should 
have  to  be  guided  by  the  representations  of  the  parties  sending  him. 
The  gist  of  his  conversation  was  that  he  was  persecuted ;  that  there 
was  a  Conspiracy. 

Dr.  S.  Preston  Jones,  Re-examined: — Saw  Mr.  Haskell  daily  the  first 
five  or  six  weeks.  Have  seen  no  change  in  him  until  recently ;  he 
has  been  more  excited.  My  opinion  at  present,  is,  that  he  is  in  a 
state  of  mania.  The  past  two  or  three  weeks  he  has  been  more  ex¬ 
cited.  He  applied  for  liberty  of  grounds.  I  refused  it.  Since  that 
he  has  shown  more  excitement. 

Evidence  closed. 


INQUISITION 

TAKEN  AT  PHILADELPHIA,  ON  THE  FIFTH,  TWELFTH,  NINETEENTH  AND 
TWENTY-SEVENTH  DAYS  OF  FEBRUARY^ ;  SIXTH,  THIRTEENTH 
TWENTIETH  AND  TWENTY-SEVENTH  DAYS  OF  MARCH, 

AND  THIRD  DAY  OF  APRIL,  IN  THE  YEAR  OF 
OUR  LORD  ONE  THOUSAND  EIGHT 
HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-SEVEN, 

Before  WILLIAM  B.  SANA,  Commissioner, 

By  virtue  of  a  commission  under  the  seal  of  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  dated  the 
eighth  day  of  January,  A.  I).,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-seven,  and  directed  to  the  saidWm.  B.  Hanna,  to  inquire 
among  other  things,  by  the  oaths  or  affirmations  of  six  good 
and  lawful  men  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
whether  Ebenezer  Haskell  is  a  lunatic  or  not;  and  if  found 
to  be  so,  then  how  long  he  has  been  so;  and  if  he  enjoys 
lucid  intervals,  and  what  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and  chattels 
he  was  seized  or  possessed  of,  or  entitled  to  at  the  time  of  his  be¬ 
coming  a  lunatic,  and  the  value  thereof,  and  whether  he  has  since 
alienated  or  disposed  of  them  or  any  part  thereof,  and  to  whom;  and 
how  old  he  is,  and  who  are  his  heirs  or  next  of  kin  respectively  ; 
And  the  said  Commissioner,  with  the  said  six  good  and  lawful 
men,  to  wit:  William  H.  Kern,  Lewis  Elkin,  William  Vogdes,  Wm. 
S.  Poulson,  Samuel  P.  Hancock,  and  Frank  S.  Johnson,  who  were 
respectively  sworn  or  affirmed,  and  being  charged  to  inquire  of  the 
premises,  upon  their  oaths  or  affirmations,  respectively,  do  say,  that 
at  the  time  of  taking  this  Inquisition,  Ebenezer  Haskell  is  a  lunatic, 
and  hath  been  so  since  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six.  That  he  does  not  enjoy  lucid 
intervals,  and  that,  at  the  time  of  his  becoming  a  lunatic,  he  was 
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not  seized  or  possessed  of,  or  entitled  to  any  lands  and  tenements, 
goods  or  chattels. 

And  the  Inquest  further  find  that  the  said  Ebenezer  Haskell  is 
sixty-two  years  of  age,  and  that  his  heirs  or  next  of  kin,  are  respect¬ 
ively  as  follows :  Mrs.  Adelaide  A.  Haskell,  his  wife,  about  fifty-three 
years  of  age,  his  sons,  William  Haskell,  twenty-eight  years  of  age, 
George  Haskell,  twenty-  five  years  of  age,  Henry  Haskell,  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  and  his  daughter  Annie  Haskell,  sixteen  years  of 
age. 

In  testimony  whereof  as  well  the  Commissioner  as  the  Jurors,  afore¬ 
said,  have  to  this  Inquisition  set  their  hands  and  seals  this  fifth 
day  of  April,  A.  D.,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven. 

.  William  B.  Hanna,  Commissioner,  [n.  s.] 


William  H.  Kern.  [l.  s.] 

Lewis  Elkin,  F[i.  s.] 

William  Vogdes,  [l.  s.] 

William  S.  Poulson,  [r..  s.] 

S.  P.  Hancock,  [l.  s.j 

Frank  P.  Johnson.  [l.  s.] 


COURT  COMMON  PLEAS,  DEC.  TERM,  1866. 


Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

Ex.  Relations  and  Adelaide  A.  Haskell,  et.  al., 

vs. 

I 

Ebenezek  Haskell,  in  Lunacy. 

•  _ _ 

And  now,  April  12,  A.  D.  1867,  comes  the  said  Ebenezer  Haskell 
byH.  R.  Warriner,  his  attorney,  and  prays  oyer  of  said  commission, 
the  return  thereof  and  the  Inquisition  thereupon  taken,  and  the  same 
being  read  and  heard,  the  said  Ebenezer  Haskell  complains  that  by 
color  of  the  premises,  he  is  greatly  vexed  and  disturbed  and  that 
unjustly,  because  protesting  that  the  said  commission,  and  return, 
and  Inquisition,  are  insufficient  in  Law,  to  which  he  need  not  nor  is 
bound  by  Law  to  answer.  For  plea  nevertheless  in  this  behalf  the 
said  Ebenezer  Haskell  that  he  at  the  time  of  taking  the  said  Inqui¬ 
sition,  and  always  before  was  and  from  thence  hitherto,  has  been,  and 
now  is  of  sound  mind  and  understanding,  fit  and  able  to  govern 
himself  and  to  manage  his  affairs,  without  this,  that  he  the  said 
Ebenezer  Haskell  at  the  time  of  taking  the  said  Inquisition  or  at  any 
time  before  or  after,  was  or  is  now  of  unsound  mind  or  understanding 
and  unfit  and  unable  to  govern  himself  or  manage  his  affairs  in  man¬ 
ner  and  form  as  by  the  said  Inquisition  is  found ;  and  this  the  said 
Ebenezer  Haskell  is  ready  to  verify,  wherefore  he  prays  judgement, 
and  that  the  said* commission  return  and  Inquisition  may  be  vacated 
and  discharged,  and  that  he  may  be  restored  to  the  government  of 
himself,  and  the  possession  of  his  goods  and  chattels,  and  the  man- 
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agement  of  his  affairs ;  and  that  he,  under  color  of  the  said  Inqui¬ 
sition  may  be  no  further  molested,  but  from  the  premises  may  be 
discharged  by  the  Court. 

H.  R.  W ARRESTER, 

For  Defendant. 

E.  Haskell  Affirms  : — Jurors,  Doctor  S.  P.  Jones  and  Wm.  Biddle 
were  all  bribed  by  James  Horn,  he  having  the  money,  §150, 000,  in 
his  hands  as  trust  money.  Of  the  two  evils  they  said  they  chose 
the  least.  Haskell  is  one  person.  There  are  several  to  suffer,  if 
the  verdict  be  for  him. 

NAMES  OF  WITNESSES. 

Prosecution. — Doctor  S.  P.  Jones,  Police  Officer,  John  Birkey,  Wil¬ 
liam  Haskell,  Dr.  S.  P.  Jones. — 5 

Defence. — Robert  Cohen,  Charles  Hamilton,  William  D.  Gardner, 
Mrs.  Mary  Brown,  S.  W.  Jacobs,  J.  B.  Houpt,  Dr.  M.  P.  Groves, 
Dr.  H.  T.  Child,  George  W.  Gardner,  James  Fleming,  John  Arey, 
William  Thorn,  Henry  A.  Brown,  Henry  Fricke,  A.  B.  Hartzell, 
George  Dodd,  Ellen  Doughty,  Annie  E.  Haskell,  William  lilman, 
G-eOrge  Illman,  Henry  Illman,  Franklin  Ashby,  William  H.  Rawle, 
Amasa  B.  Abell,  James  Jones,  William  B.  Aiken,  Joseph  Vanleer, 
Adam  Recap,  W.  T.  Aldridge,  H.  T.  Grout,  Dr.  J.  C.  Morgan,  Isaac 
Rhen,  Henry  J.  Haskell,  John  C.  Painter,  D.  M.  Fell,  Dr.  S.  W. 
Butler,  Dr.  C.  S.  Baker. — 38. 

A  JOURNAL  BY  E.  HASKELL,  WHILE  IN  THE  MAB  HOUSE. 

May  2Mh,  1866. — Arrested  and  put  in  the  Mad  House. 

June  12 th,  1866. — Released  by  wife. 

September  28th,  1866. — Arrested  and  put  back. 

November  19  th,  1866. — Escaped. 

January  1th,  1867. — Arrested  again  and  put  back. 

April  25 th,  1867. — Escaped  the  third  time. 

During  my  confinement  from  January  7th,  1867,  the  most  of  the 
time  I  was  kept  in  a  dark  room.  J anuary  23d,  Sheriff  called  to  read 
to  me  the  notice  of  a  commission  to  ascertain  if  I  be  a  Lunatic  or 
not.  I  said  to  Dr.  Jones,  “  How  shall  I  be  taken  to  attend  Court  ?” 
His  reply,  my  wife  had  left  the  whole  matter  with  him  ;  it  was  not 
necessary  for  me  to  be  there.  I  said  surely  the  Commissioners 
would  not  try  me  in  my  absence.  Dr.  Jones  replied  they  could 
with  or  without  my  being  present.  That  made  me  think  foul  play 
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was  to  be  practiced.  I  managed  to  send  a  note  to  my  Attorney,  H. 
E.  Warriner,  to  call  on  me  if  possible,  before  the  Commissioners 
met.  February  5th,  1867,  Dr.  Jones  went  to  the  Court  to  give  in 
his  evidence  in  my  absence.  My  Attorney,  H.  E.  Warriner,  opposed 
such  unfair  proceedings.  It  was  finally  agreed  I  should  be  present 
during  the  trial.  I  was  hot  allowed  to  communicate  with  any  of 
my  friends.  My  letters  that  passed  through  the  hands  of  Dr.  Jones, 
were  destroyed,  and  I  had  great  difficulty  having  the  summons 
served  on  my  Witnesses.  I  made  out  a  list  the  best  I  could  while 
in  confinement ;  handed  it  to  a  friend  in  the  Court,  to  find  where 
my  Witnesses  lived,  that  they  might  be  summoned  to  be  in  Court 
at  my  trial.  The  object  was  to  conduct  the  whole  proceedings  in 
my  absence.  It  is  very  evident  to  every  one,  such  is  the  practice  in 
most  of  cases  where  money  is  at  stake  in  the  family. 

James  H.  Horn  is  the  cause  of  all  the  difficulty,  his  refusing  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  his  father. 

After  Horn  had  been  cited  to  Court  to  file  his  account  April  10th, 
1866,  he  commenced  his  conspiracy  in  connection  with  John  Birkey, 
Dr.  Baker,  Wm.  Campbell  and  himself.  (Birkey  Evidence,  page  9.) 
Birkey  made  some  family  disclosures  concerning  the  Horn  family, 
after  the  citation.  Would  not  be  proper  to  repeat  here.  He  feared 
exposure ;  it  was  agreed  in  Birkey’s  office,  by  the  family,  proper 
to  send  Mr.  Haskell  to  the  Mad  House.  Birkey  signed  the  certifi¬ 
cate  ;  he  is  not  a  Physician.  Dr.  Butler  and  Dr.  Baker  are  strang¬ 
ers  ;  I  had  no  acquaintance  with  them  before  they  were  compelled  to 
take  the  witness-stand.  Dr.  Jones  wa§  informed  of  the  outrage,  and 
used  all  the  means  he  could  to  screen  the  guilty  parties  in  their  con¬ 
spiracy,  by  saying  my  disease  is  mania,  and  that  what  I  hold  to,  he 
believes  to  be  a  delusion. 

My  opinion  at  present,  is,  that  Dr.  S.  P.  Jones,  the  Assistant 
Physician  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insane  Male  Depart¬ 
ment,  was  in  a  state  of  mania  at  that  time,  April  3d,  1867,  and  that 
he  was  so  from  May  25th,  1866,  or  was  a  Purged  Villian,  and  been 
bribed  with  others. 

EBENEZEE  HASKELL. 

•  Portland,  Maine,  May  25th,  1867. 

The  following  is  the  true  copy  of  the  Will  and  Citations  : 

I,  Henry  Horn,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  late  Manufacturer 
and  Importer  of  Saddlery,  Do  make  and  ordain  this  my .  last  will 
and  testament. 

1st.  From  the  income  of  my  estate,  Real,  Personal,  and  Mixed, 
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I  give  and  bequeth  to  my  wife,  Ann  Horn,  yearly  and  every  year 
during  her  natural  life,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  regu¬ 
larly  and  punctually  paid  to  her  by  my  executors,  in  installments,  as 
the  same  may  be  collected  from  the  rents,  dividends  and  interests 
accrueing  from  time  to  time,  from  my  estates  and  investments  of 
whatever  nature  or  kind  they  may  be  My  said  wife  shall  also  en¬ 
joy  during  her  life  time  the  use  of  my  house  and  the  furniture  con¬ 
tained  therein,  at  the  south-west  corner  of  Tenth  and  Clinton  Street 
in  said  City  of  Philadelphia,  free  from  taxes  and  repairs,  or  any 
other  house  of  equal  value,  which  she  may  prefer  to  occupy  in  said 
city  or  elsewhere,  and  the  rent  of  which  can  be  paid  out  of  the  rent 
which  may  be  received  from  my  said  house,  south-west  corner  of 
Tenth  and  Clinton  Street. 

2d.  I  give  and  bequeth  to  my  sister  Catherine  Horn  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  dollars,  yearly  and  every  year  during  her  natural  life, 
to  be  paid  to  her  quarterly  by  my  executors  out  of  the  income  of 
my  estate. 

3d.  I  order  and  direct  my  Executors  to  pay  to  my  half  sister, 
Maria  Ridabock,  whatever  sum  may  be  found  on  my  books  to  be 
due  her  on  account  of  money  placed  by  her  in  my  hands  for  sate 
keeping. 

4th.  The  residue  of  the  income  of  my  estate,  Real,  Personal  and 
Mixed,  as  aforesaid,  after  the  payment  of  the  above  mentioned  be¬ 
quests  and  all  just  and  necessary  expenses,  I  give  and  bequeth  in 
equal  parts  to  my  eight  children,  namely : — James  H.  Horn,  Adelaide, 
■wife  of  Ebenezer  Haskell,  William,  Maria  Theresa,  Richard  I., 
Elizabeth,  George  W.  and  Ellen  Horn. 

5,  After  the  demise  of  my  wife ,  I  direct  that  all  my  estate ,  Real,  Per¬ 
sonal  and  Mixed ,  le  sold  to  the  lest  advantage  ly  my  executors,  (except  so 
much  as  may  be  required  to  produce  the  annuity  for  my  sister,  Cath¬ 
erine  Horn,  which,  should  she  then  be  living,  shall  continue  invested 
for  that  purpose,)  and  the  proceeds  thereof  be  divided  into  eight 
equal  shares,  one  of  which  shall  be  paid  absolutely  to  each  of  my 
sons,  James  H.  and  William,  the  remaining  six  equal  shares  to  be 
held  by  my  executors  in  trust  for  the  sole  and  separate  use  and  ben¬ 
efit  of  my  four  daughters  already  mentioned,  and  my  two  sons, 
Richard  I.  and  George  W.,  the  said  shares  to  be  safely  invested  by 
my  executors  in  substantial  real  securities,  the  interest  and  income 
whereof,  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  accrue  to  be  punctually 
paid,  as  follows,  viz  : — 

The  interest  and  income  of  one  equal  share  of  such  investment, 
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to  each  of  my  daghters,  Adelaide,  the  wife  of  Ebenezer  Haskell, 
Maria  Theresa,  Elizabeth,  and  Ellen,  and  the  like  interest  and  in¬ 
come  to  each  of  my  sons,  Richard  I.  and  George  W.,  for  and  during 
the  term  of  their  natural  lives,  and  from  and  immediately  after  the 
decease  of  any  or  all  of  my  said  daughters  and  sons,  to  pay  and  dis¬ 
tribute  the  capital  share  or  shares  so  invested  for  them  benefit,  to 
and  among  his,  her,  or  their  lawful  issue,  or  as  they,  my  said  daught¬ 
ers  and  sons,  may,  by  my  last  will  and  testament,  direct  and  appoint. 

7.  I  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  my  sons  James  EL,  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Richard  I.  Horn  the  Executors  of  this  my  last  will  and 
testament,  and  enjoin  them  strictly  and  faithfully  to  carry  out  my 
intentions  as  contained  in  the  foregoing  bequests,  especially  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  investments  to  be  made  in  trust  for  the  benefit  and  sup¬ 
port  of  my  daughters. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  Henry  Horn  have  to  this,  my  last 
Avill  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  ninth  day  of  December,  Anno  Domine 
1858. 

Signed,  Sealed,  Published  and  Declared  by  the  above  named  Henry 
Horn  as  and  for  his  last  will  and  Testament  in  the  presence  of  us  who 
have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names,  at  his  request  as  witnesses  there¬ 
to  in  the  presence  of  the  said  testator  and  of  each  other. 

SAM’L  MERCER,  \  HENRY  HORN.  [l.  s.] 

WM.  B.  LIIESKELL.  j 


Montgomery  County ,  ss. 

I.  Charles  Hurst,  Register  of  Wills  and  Granting  Letter  of  adm. 
in  and  for  said  County  of  Montgomery,  Pa.,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  will  of  Henry 
Horn,  dec.,  as  the  same  remains  of  record  in  my  office  in 
will  book  No.  10.  page  583.  In  witness  whereof,  I  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  at  Morristown,  this 
[l.  s.]  8th  day  of  February,  18G2. 

CHAS.  HURST,  Reg. 


Montgomery  County ,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Isaiah  B.  Houpt,  Register  of 
Wills  in  and  for  said  County,  William  H.  Hill,  who,  being  duly 
qualified  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  say  that  he  will  well  and 
truly  and  without  prejudice  or  partiality,  value  and  appraise  the 
goods  and  chatties,  rights  and  credits,  lands  and  tenements  which 
were  of  William  Horn,  late  of  the  township  of  Springfield,  in  the 
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County  aforesaid,  deceased,  and  in  all  respects  perform  his  duty  as 
Collateral  Appraiser  to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  judgment. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  15th  day  of  October,  1864. 

WILLIAM  H.  HILL. 

J.  B.  HOIJPT,  Register. 

Inventoty  and  appraisement  of  the  Goods  and  Chattels,  Eights 
and  Credits,  which  were  of  William  Horn,  late  of  the  township  of 
Springfield,  in  the  County  of  Montgomery,  taken  and  made  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  above  deposition. 

Decedents  share  of  Eeal  Estate  situate  in  Springfield  Township  : 


‘  Montgomery  County,  SI, 125  00 

‘  12th  &  Green  Sts.,  Phila.,  637  50 

10th  and  Clinton  Streets,  1,031  25 
‘  Pine  and  Heins  Streets,  312  50 

£  Locust  Street,  250  00 

Northern  Liberty  Bank  Stock,  12  50 

Farmers  and  Mechanics’,  1,281  00 

Girard,  343  00 

Penn.  Fire  Insurance  Company,  1,250  00 
Brechenim  Mortgage  Grandfather’s 

Estate,  431  37 

Furniture,  203  87 

Cash  on  Hand,  752  55 


7,630  54 

Taken  and  appraised  by  me,  October  20th,  1864. 

WILLIAM  H.  HILL. 

Amount  of  Collateral  Tax  paid,  $362  44. 

Montgomery  County ,  ss. 

J.  B.  Houpt,  Eegister  of  Wills  and  Granting  Letters  of  Adminis¬ 
tration  in  and  for  the  County  of  Montgomery,  Pennsylvania,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the 
Collateral  Inventory  in  the  matter  of  the  Estate  of  William  Horn, 
late  of  Springfield  township,  deceased,  as  the  same  remains  on  file 
in  my  office  at  Norristown.  In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  20th  day  of  January,  a.  d.  1866. 

J.  B.  HOUPT,  Register. 

A  true  and  perfect  Inventory  and  just  Appraisement  of  all  and 
singular  the  Goods  and  Chattels,  Rights  and  Credits  which  were  of 
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William  Horn,  late  of  the  township  of  Springfield,  in  the  County  of 
Montgomery  and  State  of  Pennsylvania,  deceased,  at  the  time  of  his 


death : 

Decedents’  share  of  Northern  Liberty  Bank  Stock, 

$12  50 

4 

‘  Farmers  and  Mechanics, 

1,281  00 

4 

‘  Girard, 

343  00 

4 

‘  Penn.  Fire  Insurance  Company, 

1,250  00 

4 

‘  F  urniture, 

203  87 

4 

‘  Cash  on  Hand, 

752  55 

4 

‘  Brechenim  Mortgage  in  Grandfath- 

er’ s  Estate, 

431  37 

i 

4,274  29 

Taken  and 

appraised  by  us,  October  20th,  1864. 

GEORGE  SECHLER, 
WILLIAM  H.  HILL. 


Montgomery  County ,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Isaiah  B.  Houpt,  Register  of  Wills 
in  and  for  the  said  County,  George  Sechler  and  William  H.  Hill, 
who,  upon  their  solemn  oaths,  do  depose  and  say  that  at  the  request 
of  James  H.  Horn,  administrator  to  said  Estate,  did  well  and  truly, 
and  without  prejudice  or  partiality,  value  and  appraise  the  Goods, 
Chattels  and  Credits  which  were  of  William  Horn,  deceased,  as  set 
forth  in  the  above  Inventory,  and  in  all  respects  perform  their  duties 
as  Appraisers,  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judgment. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  15th  day  of  October,  1864. 

J.  B.  HOUPT,  Register. 

GEORGE  SECHLER. 
WILLIAM  H.  HILL. 

Montgomery  County ,  ss. 

I,  Isaiah  B.  Houpt,  Register  of  Wills  and  Granting  Letters  of 
Administration  in  and  for  the  County  of  Montgomery,  Pennsylvania, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the 
Inventory  in  the  matter  of  the  Estate  of  William  Horn,  late  of 
Springfield  township,  deceased,  as  the  same  remains  on  file  in  my 
office  at  Norristown.  In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  seal  of  office  the  20th  day  of  January,  a.  d.,  1866. 

J.  B.  HOUPT,  Register. 

Security  on  the  Administration  Bond  :  Bond  for  $2,000 — securi. 
ties,  Joseph  Teakle,  Thomas  Bitting,  James  Horn,  Administrator. 
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Book  13th.  page,  144.  Date  of  Letters  of  Administration,  Septem¬ 
ber  24th,  1864. 

April  8th,  1866,  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Haskell,  to  file  account 
of  Executors,  in  the  matter  of  the  Estate  of  Henry  Horn,  late  of 
Springfield  township,  deceased,  in  the  Orphans  Court  of  Montgom¬ 
ery  County. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Judges  of  the  Orphans  Court  of  Montgom¬ 
ery  County : 

The  petition  of  Ebenezer  Haskell,  in  right  of  his  wife,  Adalaide 
A.  Haskell.  Late  Horn  respectfully  represents  that  Henry  Horn, 
late  of  the  township  of  Springfield,  Montgomery  County,  died  tes¬ 
tate  on  or  about  January  12th,  a.  d.,  1862,  and  tlyit  the  said  Will 
was  duly  proved  at  the  Register’s  office  at  Norristown,  on  or  about 
the  8th  day  of  February,  a.  d.,  1862,  in  which  James  H.  Horn, 
William  and  Richard  J.  Horn  were  constituted  Executors  thereof, 
and  that  the  said  Executors  filed  an  Inventory  of  the  said  dece- 
ant’s  estate,  in  the  Register’s  office  at  Norristown,  on  or  about  the 
19th  day  of  February,  a.  d.,  1862,  amounting  to  $27,287  92,  and 
that  more  than  one  year  has  elapsed  since  the  date  of  letters  testa¬ 
mentary  as  aforesaid,  and  the  said  James  H.  Horn  and  Richard  J. 
Horn,  (William  Horn  since  deceased)  surviving  Executors  have  not 
exhibited  any  account  or  settlement  of  said  Goods  and  Chattels  and 
Credits  into  said  Register’s  office.  The  Petitioner  therefore  showing 
that  he  is  the  husband  of  Adelaide  A.  Haskell,  late  Horn,  a  daughter 
and  legatee  under  the  said  Will  of  the  said  Henry  Horn,  deceased, 
as  well  as  in  her  right,  and  therefore  interested,  pray  the  Court  to 
award  a  citation  against  the  said  James  H.  Horn  and  Richard  J. 
Horn,  surviving  Executors  as  aforesaid,  commanding  them  to  ex¬ 
hibit  such  account  and  settlement  as  aforesaid,  or  show  cause,  &c., 
and  to  grant  such  other  relief  as  may  be  equitable,  and  he  will  pray. 

(Signed)  E.  HASKELL. 

Sworn  to  by  E.  HASKELL. 

CHARLES  HURST,  Witness. 

DICKENSON,  Attorney. 

April  8th,  1866. 


IN  THE  ORPHANS  COURT 

OF  THE 

COUNTY  OF  MONTGOMERY. 


REPLICATION 

TO  THE  ANSWER  OF  JAMES  H.  HORN,  ADMINISTRATOR,  &C.,  OF 
WILLIAM  HORN,  LATE  OF  SPRINGFIELD  TOWNSHIP,  IN  SAID 
COUNTY,  DECEASED,  TO  THE  CITATION  ISSUED  AGAINST 
HIM,  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  EBENEZER  HASKELL. 


This  Repliant,  saving  all  exceptions  for  replication  to  said  answer, 
says  that  he  is  the,  husband  of  Adelaide  Haskell,  who  is  a  sister  to 
William  Horn,  the  deceased,  and  that  the  said  William  Horn  died, 
seized  of  and  in  certain  real  estate,  as  heir  of  Henry  Horn,  deceased, 
and  that  the  said  repliant  as  husband  of  the  said  Adelaide,  is  entitled 
as  tenant  by  the  courtesy  of  and  in  the  said  real  estate,  and  that  the 
said  real  estate  has  been  sold  by  the  said  James  H.  Horn  and  Rich¬ 
ard  J.  Horn,  surviving  Executors  of  the  estste  of  Henry  Horn,  against 
the  consent  of  the  said  Repliant.  Your  Repliant  therefore  prays 
your  honorable  Court  to  order  and  direct  that  the  said  James  H. 
Horn  file  in  the  Register’s  office,  his  account  of  his  administration 
of  the  estate  of  the  said  William  Horn,  deceased,  according  to  the 
act  of  Assembly  in  such  case  made  and  provided  for  the  settlement 
of  the  estate  of  decedent,  thirty  days  before  the  next  term  of  Court, 
and  he  will  pray,  &c. 

Filed  December  10th,  1866. 


gt:nt:a  logy 

OF  THE 

HASKELL  AND  BUENHAM  FAMILY. 


(Rev.  J.  B.  Fetts,  History  of  Ipswich,  Massachusetts.) 

John  Burnham  sailed  from  Bristol,  England,  May  23d,  1635,  in  * 
the  ship  Angel  Gabril.  On  his  passage  the  ship  was  wrecked  on 
the  coast  of  Maine,  in  Paraaquid  Bay.  Himself  and  all  the  passen¬ 
gers  escaped  safely  to  land. 

John  Burnham  settled  and  lived  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Enoch 
and  Caleb  Haskell.  He  was /  the  Progenitor  of  the  Burnhams  in  this 
place.  Some  of  his  descendants  inherited  and  lived  on  that  tract  of 
laud  until  within  thirty  years.  The  first  saw-mill  erected  in  Ipswich, 
was  on  Chebacco  River,  in  1656.  Thomas  Burnham  is  permitted  to 
erect  one  near  the  falls,  in  1667.  John,  son  of  Thomas  Burnham, 
removes  the  mill  in  1687.  John  Burnham  erects  a  grist-mill  in  1693, 
at  the  Launching  Place.  Tradition  says  the  first  Chebacco  boat  was 
built  by  a  Burnham,  in  the  garret  of  a  house  which  stood  where  is 
now  the  house  of  Daniel  Mears ;  that  the  garret-window  had  to  be 
cut  away  to  launch  her.  August  12th,  1683,  a  Church  was  erected. 

John  Burnham  and  Thomas  Low  chosen  for  Deacons.  1634  it 
was  ordered  that  every  trained  soldier,  pikeman  and  others  be  equipped 
for  service.  1683  is  the  first  training  day  ever  witnessed  in  Chebac¬ 
co.  Previous  to  this,  all  able  to  bear  arms,  were  obliged  to  travel  to 
the  centre  of  the  town.  November  5th,  1694,  died  Deacon  John 
Burnham,  the  ancestor  of  the  Burnhams  in  this  place,  and  one  of 
the  first  Deacons  of  the  Church  here. 

Previous  to  his  death  the  same  year,  a  Committee  empowered  by 
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the  town,  to  settle  disputes  as  to  the  boundaries  of  lands,  met  in 
this  place.  They,  after  due  consideration  and  consultation  with  the 
neighbors  and  with  Deacon  Burnham’s  son  John,  to  whom  he  re¬ 
ferred  the  whole  matter,  determined  and  settled  the  boundaries  as  in 
the  following  document: 

DEED. 

John  Burnham’s  Deed  to  be  entered  into  Record,  August  13th, 
1694. 

We,  the  Committee  impowered  to  look  after  Incroachments,  and 
to  settle  the  bounds  where  they  prove  not  settled,  being  informed 
that  Deacon  John  Burnham,  senr.,  had  incroached  of  the  Town’s 
Common  Land,  on  the  Southwesterly  thereof ;  between  his  land  and 
the  New  Pasture  Land,  so  called.  We  having  been  upon  the  place 
formerly,  and  examined  the  matter;  and  finding  the  bounds  un- 
certantly  Settled,  Discoursed  with  the  said  Deacon  Burnham,  he 
having  committed  all  into  the  hands  of  his  son.  John  Burnham,  Con¬ 
senting  to  what  agreement  should  be  made  between  him  and  us;  he 
the  said  John  Burnham  paying  the  charge  of  the  Committee. 

We  have  thus  settled  his  Bounds,  beginning  at  the  head  of  the 
Creek,  called  Clark’s  creek,  near  Joseph  Andrews,  his  house,  and 
run  by  the  Instrument  on  the  Course' of  58  degrees  eastwardly  from 
the  South,  by  the  Circumferentor  without  variation,  and  marked  by 
a  white  oak  tree  within  the  fence  near  the  said  Creek  and  so  on  the 
Course,  Cross  the  field,  to  a  small  pine  tree  on  the  brow  of  a  hill, 
within  the  inclosed  Land  ;  then  further  to  a  white  oak  tree  on  the 
hill  without  the  fence  ;  then  a  small  Walnut  tree,  then  further  on  the 
same  course  to  a  hollow  oak  Just  by  the  Road  that  Leads  to  Gloster, 
then  further  to  a  white  oak  tree  within  two  rods  of  Gloster 
Line,,  and  further  to  Gloster  Line  to  a  white  oak  being  a  bound  tree 
marked  with  a  marking  Iron.  All  which  said  trees  are  marked  for 
his  bounds,  he  bordering  all  the  way  upon  the  New  Pasture  Land, 
from  the  said  creek  onwards,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
Rods  to  a  white  oak  tree,  marked  for  the  corner  of  said  Pasture 
Land  now  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Cogswell,  and  the  other  two  rods 
onward,  bordering  upon  the  land  reserved  by  Ipswich  men,  Lying 
between  the  land  and  new  Pasture  and  Gloster  Line,  which  said 
Bounds,  as  by  the  marked  trees,  we  settle  for  his  Bounds,  and  by 
Consent  of  the  parties  concerned,  viz.  Mr.  John  Cogswell,  for  him¬ 
self  and  we  in  behalf  of,  and  with  the  power  of  the  Inhabitents  of 
Ipswich.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Bounds,  for  his  Bounds. 


V 


34 

William  Burnham  born  April  22(1,  1730,  Essex;  father  of  31 
children.  Seth,  Josiah,  Elizabeth,  Abigail,  Mary,  William,  Louis, 
Abraham,  Fannie,  Andrew,  Abell,  Sally,  Tabathy. 

Louis  Burnham  born  June  loth,  1782,  Essex;  died  October  14th, 
1862,  Gray,  Maine.  (E.  Haskell’s  mother.) 

I  was  born  in  New  Gloucester,  Maine,  January  22d,  1805.  My 
father  born  in  Portland.  My  Grandfather  and  mother  born  in 
Gloucester,  Mass.  Their  parents  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Ipswich,  and  from  Whales,  England. 

It  is  said  a  very  large  estate  is  left  to  the  heirs  in  America,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Burnham  family:  if  true,  is  worth  looking  after. 

The  following  letter  was  written  not  long  since : 

46  Washington  St.,  Boston,  Mass.,  Aug.  3d,  1866. 

E.  Haskell ,  Esq.,  Portland,  Maine. — Dear  Sir  : 

Your  note  of  the  2d  of  August,  is  received,  and  contents  noted 
in  reply.  I  beg  to  comply  with  your  request  as  follows: 

1610  Robert  Burnham,  of  Ipswich,  in  England,  did  marry  and 
had  sons,  Edward,  John,  Thomas,  Robert  and  Benjamin,  -whose 
births  are  recorded  in  Norfalkshire.  Edward  succeeded  tothepatii- 
monial  estates  and  died  in  1691.  John  emigrated  to  Massachusetts 
Bay  1638.  Settled  in  Ipswich,  Mass.  ;  died  1694,  leaving  children. 
Thomas  emigrated  to  Massachusetts  Bay  1647  ;  settled  in  Chebacco 
Parish  of  Ipswich ;  died  1694,  leaving  children.  Robert  emigrated 
to  Massachusetts  Bay  1647;  settled  in  Boston;  had  children  born. 
Then  afterwards  removed  to  Dover,  N.  II.  Died,  I  think,  1691, 
leaving  children.  Benjamin  emigrated  to  India  about  1640  ;  was  in 
1672  factor  to  the  East  India  Company  at  Madras.  Returned  to 
England  about  1683  ;  died  in  London  April,  1694,  intestate.  His 
brothers  and  sisters  and  their  heirs  drew,  of  course,  his  next  of  kin. 
A  portion  of  his  property  was  real  estate,  in  County  of  Norfolk, 'and 
Warwick  the  greater  part  of  that  in  Norfolk,  was  taken  possession  of 
by  heir  of  Edward.  The  personal  Estate  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Crown  as  the  grand  Conservator  of  the  estate  of  its  subjects,  where 
it  still  remains  in  trust  for  the  next  of  kin.  The  amount  of  property 
which  has  been  stated,  is  about  15  millions  of  dollars,  in  about  four- 
fifths  cents  of  which  (the  personal  property,)  the  heirs  in  America 
have  an  interest.  I  shall  require  Si, 000  to  make  the  further  inves¬ 
tigations  required  and  to  supply  the  Documency  evidence  for  your 
own  family  on  both  sides  of  the  ocean.  I  will  engage  not  to 
receive  any  proposition,  of  whatever  nature,  from  any  other  parties 


in  interest;  to  despatch  the  work  in  time  to  enter  a  bill  in  chancery 
the  coming  winter,  and  to  press  a  decree  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 
The  time  necessary  to  obtain  a  decree  upon  the  bill  will  be  from  six 
to  ten  months,  after  all  the  proofs  of  title  are  obtained.  I  will  also 
engage  to  enter  and  prosecute  the  bill  without  any  further  advance 
of  cash.  My  compensation  shall  be  a  re-payment  of  cost  actually 
paid  out  of  pocket,  and  treble  the  usual  Attorney’s  fee.  The 
amount  of  my  bill  would  probably  be  about  $120,000  in  gold. 

If  you  require  any  further  information  be  good  enough  to  address 
me  and  you  shall  receive  it  by  return  of  mail. 

I  remain,  Dear  Sir,  your  Obedient  Servant, 

D.  J.  M.  A.  JEWETT. 


TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BURNHAM  FAMILY. 

A  meeting  of  the  Burnham  family  was  holden  at  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  on  the  18th,  day  of  November,  1863,  in  order  to  collect  in¬ 
formation  relative  to  the  Burnham  Property  in  England,  and  tofde- 
vise  means  to  have  a  thorough  investigation  made  of  their  claim 
to  millions  of  property  in  England,  said  to  belong  to  the  Burnham 
family  in  America.  This  matter  has  been  long  talked  of  in  America, 
and  many  meetings  of  the  family  have  been  held  in  various  parts 
of  the  country,  and  agents  have  been  sent  to  England  to  investigate 
the  matter  there,  but  no  satisfactory  conclusion  has  ever  been  reached 
by  them.  Benjamin  Burnham  died  in  England,  leaving  real  and 
Personal  Property  at  the  time  of  his  death  to  an  amount  of  some 
Millions  of  Dollars:  and  whereas  the  next  of  kin  and  heirs  to  this 
pioperty  are  said  to  be  in  America,  now  in  order  to  prosecute  the 
investigation  and  procure  the  pedigree  of  the  family,  and  ascertain 
whether  or  not  there  is  any  such  property,  we,  the  undersigned, 
do  hereby  agree  to  form  ourselves  into  an  Association. 

Id.  WILLIS. 

H.  W.  ALBEE. 

W.  W.  YOUNG. 

L.  I.  SANDERS. 

II.  T.  BURR. 
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Salem,  Mass.,  August  7th,  1866. 

Friend  Haskm,  Portland,  Marne. — Dear  Sir: 

Yours  of  the  6th  came  to  hand  this  evening.  In  reply  I  think 
there  is  no  doubt  but  what  there  is  money  in  England,  belonging  to 
our  family.  I  am  willing  to  pay  my  part  to  look  it  up.  I  want  you 
to  go.  I  will  pay  $25  to  start  with,  and  hold  myself  bound  to  pay 
my  part  hereafter. 

Yours  Respectfully, 

GILMAN  ANDREWS. 


Gloucester,  Mass.,  August  24th,  1866. 

Mr.  E.  Haskell,  Portland,  Maine. — Dear  Sir  : 

Yours  of  22d  iust.,  has  come  to  hand  and  contents  noticed.  I 
have  spent  a  large  sum  of  money  in  collecting  the  papers,  and  should 
be  very  unwilling  to  have  them  pass  out  of  my  hands,  but  will  say 
if  any  one  will  furnish  me  proof  that  there  is  a  property  in  England 
that  can  be  had  by  trying  for  it  there,  I  will  furnish  papers  to  prove 
the  Burnham  family  from  the  time  they  first  came  to  this  country, 
down  to  the  present  day,  or  any  other  information  that  is  necessary 
to  prove  claim  so  far  as  it  concerns  this  country. 

Yours  Respectfully, 

DAVID  PARKHURST. 


46  Washington  St.,  Boston,  December  27th,  1866. 
Mr.  E.  Haskell,  Portland,  Maine. — Dear  Sir: 

Your’s  of  the  26th  is  received.  Mr.  Jewett  sailed  for  England 
about  the  first  of  November  and  is  now  prosecuting  the  “  Burnham  ” 
Claim. 

We  would  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  at  any  time,  in  connection 
with  the  matter. 

Yours  Truly,  &c., 

JEWETT  &  NORRIS. 


